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Mountain Plains – PTTC Staff
Project Director:
Jason Burrow-Sanchez, Ph.D.
jason.burrow-sanchez@utah.edu
801-581-6212

Co-Director:
Marjean Searcy Nielsen, M.P.P
marjean.nielsen@hsc.utah.edu
801-585-1389

Project Evaluator:
Aaron Jason Fischer, Ph.D.
aaron.fischer@utah.edu
801-587-1842

Senior Advisor:
Glen R. Hanson, Ph.D., D.D.S.

Project Coordinator:
Shannon Christensen, M.B.A.
shannon.christensen@utah.edu
801-213-1475

Assistant Project Coordinator:
Rori Douros
rori.douros@utah.edu
801-213-1482

Training Coordinator:
Taylor Cook
taylor.cook@hsc.utah.edu
801-213-3529
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Mission
• The Mountain Plains – Prevention Technology 

Transfer Center (PTTC) is a partnership between 
the Department of Educational Psychology in the 
College of Education and the School of Dentistry 
at the University of Utah. Our mission is to 
strengthen the workforce pipeline for pre-
professionals and professionals in the 
substance use prevention and health care 
fields by delivering evidence-based training 
and technical assistance in the six-states 
comprising Region 8 (CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY).



Project Goals/Overview
• Promote communication and collaborative relationships with Region 8 key 

stakeholders
• Provide T&TA using innovative technology to pre-professionals and 

professionals in the substance abuse prevention and health care fields. 
Following are some of our prevention areas of expertise:

• Using epidemiologic data to determine regional patterns of substance 
use

• Targeting specific drugs for screening, risk education, and prevention
• Serve as an on-line resource for Region 8 stakeholders (community-

based and faith-based organizations, Tribal and urban Indian 
communities, prevention coalitions, strategic prevention networks, 
epidemiology groups, racial/ethnic or gender and sexual minority 
individuals, and others interested in substance abuse prevention.)

• Actively communicate, participate, and collaborate in the PTTC Network 
Activities to develop, share, and expand resources within the region and 
across the network.



Distribution of Work

Innovative 
Internet-
Based 
Virtual 

Technologies
65.52%

In-Person 
Trainings
34.48%

35.09% 35.09%

14.03%

8.77% 7.02%

261 EBP Training/TA
4565 Participants



Informing Prevention: 
6-Part Webinar Series

All webinars are FREE and available On-demand, 24/7 
on our website: www.pttcnetwork.org/mountainplains

1. Understanding Adolescent Development
2. Effectively Engaging Adolescents in Interventions
3. The Effective Use of Epidemiological Data
4. Effectively Using Technology for School-Based 
Prevention
5. The Effects of Drug Use, Such as Marijuana, on 
Adolescent Brain Development
6. Vaping Among Adolescents - What We Know and 
What We Don't

http://www.pttcnetwork.org/mountainplains


Other Training and Resources
• Developing e-learning Curriculum
• SBIRT Resources
• Substance Abuse Prevention Skills Training (SAPST)
• HealtheKnowledge

• Online Learning Portal





https://pttcnetwork.org/mountainplains 

Where to find Our On-Demand 
Webinars…..



PTTC Website: pttcnetwork.org 





Thank You! 
• Questions? 

Contact:
Shannon Christensen

Shannon.christensen@Utah.edu
Rori Douros

Rori.douros@Utah.edu
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