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• Low participation Rate
• Hard to reach
• Need more supports –

especially daycare and 
transportation.

• TANF is limited 
duration. We need 
career goals that fit 
within their TANF plan. 

Challenges



• Utilize our WorkSource 
Portland Metro System 
Partners.

• Partnership with DHS 
with a focus on TANF 
needs. 

• Targeted Recruitment. 

Strategies



TANF Success Story
• K.T.
• Single Mom of 4. 
• Collaboration of DHS 

Family Coach, HCNW 
Academic Navigator, and 
the HCNW Career Coach.



Health Careers NW Overview
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Our Worksystems Team

• Business Services Team
• Community Programs 

Team
• Adult WorkSource 

Services Team





Community Based Organizations
Community Based 
Organizations
• Academic 

Navigators
• Career Coaches.
• Recruit through 

their own 
channels.

WorkSource
• Training Funds
• Job Search Workshops
• Employment Specialists
• Liaisons



Community Based Organizations & 
Colleges



DHS Partnership



Supporting TANF Plans
• How can we help 

DHS? 
• How can DHS 

help us? 



TANF Outreach Efforts



Takeaways
• Program & Staff Support
• DHS Partnership
• Recruitment 



Thank you!

SBlackford@worksystems.org
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