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What are the characteristics of 
nontraditional students?

 Delayed college start

 Having dependents

 Single parent

 Employed full-time

 Financially independent (not living with parents)

 Attending part-time

 Not having a high school diploma (may have GED)

Nontraditional is the NEW traditional



What are some of the common barriers 
to college success for Adult Learners?

 Lack of college readiness

 Basic skills deficient

 Fear of failure

 Fear of success – unknown territory

 Lack of support systems and 
guidance

 Many, if not most, are first 
generation college students

 Low self-esteem

 Skill gaps – Laid off workers

 Family, life, and work 
responsibilities outside of the 
classroom

 Lack of flexible programs designed 
to fit needs

 Lack of resources or the knowledge 
of how to find them

 Others?



How to create access to college success 
for nontraditional students

 Assess basic skills need

 Assess career interest

 Develop a flexible plan to address 
basic skills and college readiness 
needs

 Create opportunities for self-
direction and ownership

 Partnerships
 ABE, Community Based 

Organizations, Community 
Colleges, Employers

 Right Tools
 Common Core Achieve/Basic

 McGraw Hill Healthcare Bridge

 Engaging and Contextualized 
Curriculum

 ACECVA career specific curriculum

 Support 
 ABE Instructor, Coach, and 

Navigator

 Ongoing support throughout 
occupational training

 Wrap Around Support Services



Open communication and quick 
intervention

Pictured – Gill Fernandez 
(instructor) and Marly
Estrella (student)



Putting it all together and tweaking it 
for the right recipe per student

Flexibility
Self-Directed Learning



GoodCare College/Employment 
Readiness

 

Low Adult Secondary Education TABE (9–10) Grade level 9–10.9 Reading:  567–595 
Total Math:  566–594 
Language:  560–585 

TABE Level 5 

High Adult Secondary Education TABE (9–10) Grade level 11–12 Reading:  596 and above 
Total Math:  595 and above 
Language:  586 and above 

TABE Level 6 

 

 

**All other participants will go into the Traditional Six Week College/Employment Readiness** 



Best Practices

 Self-Directed Learning Opportunities

 Student Survey

 Passport to Success

 Modularized Learning/Seminars

 Team Teaching

 Utilizing Expertise of Partners to Deliver Curriculum

 Open Communication and Early Intervention

 BRCC Example

 Colocation of Services

 Mobile Services



Celebrate the Students

College & Employment Readiness Graduation



Have Fun – Personalize the Experience



Where to find this population

 ABE and Literacy Providers

 Homeless Shelters

 Housing Authorities

 Community Healthcare Providers

 Department of Social Services

 DARS

 Mental Health Partners

 Veteran Programs

 Schools/Childcare Facilities

 Career/Resource Fairs

 Employment Commissions

 WIB Partners & Affiliated Programs

 Community Partners

 Targeted Marketing – Social Media and Geo-fencing



Questions?


	Creating Access for Nontraditional Students Starting at Basic Skills�GoodCare Career Pathways Program
	What are the characteristics of nontraditional students?
	What are some of the common barriers to college success for Adult Learners?
	How to create access to college success for nontraditional students
	Open communication and quick intervention
	Putting it all together and tweaking it for the right recipe per student
	GoodCare College/Employment Readiness
	Best Practices
	Celebrate the Students
	Have Fun – Personalize the Experience	
	Where to find this population
	Questions?




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Alatorre - Recruitment Strategies-508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



